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the individual thing, The shifting of the accent of value
from one side to the other is a matter of individual attitude
and contemporary psychology* Gomperz also felt this
psychological foundation in Atitisthenes, and brings out
the following points :»,,*' a sturdy commonsense, a resist-
ance to all enthusiasm, perchance also a strength of indi-
vidual feeling, which stamp the personality and therefore
the whole individual character as a type of complete
reality/' We might further acid, the envy of a man without
the full rights of citizenship, a proletarian, a man whom
fate had sparingly endowed with beauty, and who could
at the best, only climb to the heights by demolishing the
values of others* Especially was this characteristic of
the Cynic, who must ever be carping at others, and to
whom nothing was sacred when it chanced to belong to
another; he even made no scruples at destroying the peace
of the home, if he might thereby seise an occasion to
impose upon mankind his invaluable counsel
To this essentially critical attitude of mind Plato's
world of ideas with its eternal reality stands diametrically
opposed, It is plain that the psychology of the man who
fashioned that world had an orientation that was altogether
foreign to the critical, disintegrating judgments portrayed
above, Plato's thinking, abstracted and created from the
plurality of things synthetic constructive concepts, which
designate and express the universal conformities of things
as the essentially existing, Their invisible and supra-
human quality is directly opposed to the concretism of
the inherency principle, which would reduce the material
of thought to the category of the unique, individual, and
objective. This attempt is, however, just as impossible
as the exclusive acceptance of the principle of predication,
which would exalt what has been affirmed concerning
many isolated things to an eternally existing substance
above all decay, Both forms of judgment are justifiable,

